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COVID Congregational Update
Grace and peace to you friends and members. I pray you are well.
Last week your church council and I met, via the phone, and discussed our
life together amid the COVID-19 pandemic, specifically when we think we
can once again begin worshiping together again. It is important to say at the
front end that we began in prayer for each other, for you, for wisdom in
discerning God’s will for our community here and we closed in prayer for
those same things. I say that to just reflect that I think we were seeking to
faithfully discern just what our path, Eidsvold’s path, forward is. We are a
unique blend of different people from all over this beautiful valley. We are
not the same as some of our congregations or faith communities in town or
down the highway.
First, we are a body of believers who tend to be chronologically mature.
(That is a nice way of saying we’re a little bit older than perhaps average. :-))
This reality brings with it many gifts but it also, in this current situation,
means that many of us are in the quote/unquote vulnerable population. I
don’t think that I’m telling you anything new here, but sometimes it is harder
to hear something about ourselves that even we know to be true. So I hope
you hear a sensitivity in my naming this because we really do, and I really do,
care for you.
Continued on page 2
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Second, even if we aren’t as vulnerable ourselves as maybe others in the world might be,
we do regularly live with, visit, know, others who would be in that population of
people. This means that our community – both that which lives within our walls and that
with which we associate outside of them – are those around which we must exercise
care. I know, for instance, that one of the first things I did when this pandemic came was
to stop visiting people. This was not because I was concerned about my own health but
because I didn’t want to put anyone else at risk. As a community, as a whole, we are in a
similar place and so we need to be careful.
Third, this situation, that of the pandemic, is ever unfolding. This means that while we are now in Phase 1 of
the Governor’s reopening plan (there are three phases, you can read about that on page 5 of this newsletter or
online), the infectious nature of this virus means that a hot spot could break out at any time. What this means
is that given the two things I named above, our exercising caution and not being on the front end of opening
back up, is probably a good thing. We don’t want to open and begin worshiping together only to find that a
break out of the virus has happened too close to home. Indeed, it is those who have exercised such caution
who have found the most “success” in mitigating the realities of this challenging time.
Finally, while our online worship format and increased virtual presence is not reaching everyone, we are still
living and breathing together as the body of Christ. Our physical being together obviously enhances and is
essential to our sustaining that over the long haul, but we’re doing okay judging by the responses and other
such feedback we are receiving. This just means that while we are eager and want to be together, we don’t
want to push that boundary unnecessarily because life is still happening here.
So, in what I would describe as a unanimous fashion, your church council and I agreed
that we will set our sights on having our first worship service together on June 7th. I
know, that seems like it is awhile out there, but given the time frame that we are working
with (Phase 1 is set to finish on May 7th if everything goes well but in Phase 2 it is recommended that vulnerable populations still shelter at home) this really seemed best.
What I didn’t say above is that there is also some significant work that needs to be done before we begin
gathering again. We are going to have to change the way we gather, sit in the sanctuary, how we worship
(for awhile at least) and just really be more careful about our life together. We also are not supposed to have
staffing in the church office until Phase 1 is over so resuming our life together now would just be really
tough. Needless to say, there is a lot of work for your church council and I to do to prepare for June 7th.
To that end then, we have formed a COVID task force to focus on facility questions and will form a COVID
task force to plan our worship services. We, your church council and I, will be meeting again on May 17th to
discuss these plans and will look forward to sharing more details with you then.
I’ll close by saying that while I did have my goal being June for awhile now this feels hard to
me. I would really like to begin worshiping and being together before then. And yet, this also
really feels wise given the context in which we live and the character of our community. I am
not, and I don’t think our council is, expecting everyone to love this idea, but we do hope you
can respect it and support it for the well-being of us all.
Email, call, write me with any questions that you may have. I still am here for you and still am your
Pastor. Additionally, this is still your church and God is still loving you and all of us in this world.
Thank you for reading, and I’ll be in touch with more uplifting pieces of our life together soon. Until then,
blessings to you and your family. You are treasured in God’s sight and in ours, here, at Eidsvold Lutheran
Church.
In Peace,
Pastor Andy
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Dear Eidsvold members and friendsEidsvold Lutheran Church is now applying for funding from the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP). This money is being offered by the Small
Business Administration (SBA), because of the corona virus shutdown. The
purpose of this program is to support local businesses (including churches)
by providing money to help cover employee wages and benefits for full time employees due
to lost income from the corona virus pandemic. In our church, that would be Pastor Andy.
After much study between the church council, the Pastor, our accountant, and our bank, the
church council made the decision to apply for this program. The council and Pastor were
worried about the uncertainty and interruption of our church mission, for an unknown
amount of time.
Here are some common questions that might help you understand the paycheck protection
program…
1) How did we apply? We applied through church’s bank (Glacier Bank) about two
weeks ago. Unfortunately, the funding ran out the day we turned in our application.
2) Can we apply again? Yes. The 2nd round of funding opens Monday, April 27.
Our application is at the bank and ready for processing.
3) How does the loan work? If we are approved, the money is provided to help cover
the Pastor’s salary and benefits during a possible reduction in our offerings during the current
shutdown.
4) Do we have to pay the loan back? The program is designed to FORGIVE the
loan. If the money is spent on the Pastor’s wages and benefits, as it will be, then the money
loaned to the congregation will be forgiven with no expenses to the church. Again, if the
money is spent as designed for the Pastor, the loan will be forgiven and does not need to be
paid back to the SBA.
5) How long do we have to use the money? The loan is designed to cover two and a
half months of expenses so we will have that amount of time to use the funds. And again, if
completed within that time frame, the loan is forgiven.
The church council felt that this is a good opportunity to protect our Pastor during a very
difficult financial period, and to enhance our ability to continue our church mission in the
strongest possible manner.
Best wishes to all of you! We miss you every day and pray you are doing well and staying
safe!
Sincerely- your Church Council
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Ministry update @ Eidsvold
“Building a…Stronger Community
eidSvold’S outreaCh ~ 2020

West Shore Food Bank — 125 lbs. of food (through March)
Thrivent Action Team Grants — 1 approved so far
MT Synod congregational support — $3700
Flathead Choir Piano Support—$500
Toys For Kids Support—$1500

A builder of faithful and
responsible lives for a stronger
community.

May Anniversaries

May Birthdays
5/1
5/3
5/10
5/11
5/12
5/16
5/17
5/22
5/25
5/27
5/29

Betty Zion
Owen Teisberg
Jessica Ruby
Susan Schottelkorb
Ken Torgerson
Troy Thompson
Jeff Frank,
Dave Holand
Ted Richardson
Phil Sauer,
Yvonne Smack
Anna Cleghorn
Jinks Vachal

General Fund Treasurers Report
General Fund Income
General Fund Expenses
World Mission
(Note: we process this quarterly)
Pastoral Ministry
Worship
Church Property
Total Expenses

5/11
5/23
5/25
5/29

Howard and Fran Ruby
Bob and Betty Zion
Ray and Jan Rogge
Jack and Suzi
Watteyne

March 2020

Year to date

$31, 065.66

$46,241.30

$0.00

$0.00

$8,090.15
$1,831.42
$ 935.49

$24,553.08
$4,577.37
$2,737.65

$10,857.06

$31,868.10

May 2020

EIDSVOLD LUTHERAN CHURCH

Page 5

Follow our online worship at:
www.eidsvoldlutheran.net
We are also posting additional
information and devotional
content online!

Sign up for church emails!

Let Pastor Andy know at 406-857-3529 or
pastorandy2@charter.net.

Follow us on Facebook! Look for: Eidsvold Lutheran Church
or type @eidsvoldlutheranmt into any search engine!
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A fun development of our new sign is the way it has
become a community celebration board for birthdays,
anniversaries, etc. If you have someone you’d like to
wish a special birthday, anniversary greeting, let us
know who and what time you might stop by to see the
sign! (We can’t play it all day but will happily do it
for a half hour or so!)
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