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We are so happy to finally be able to open our doors
again! We welcome you back to share in Worship with us
in this new normal. Things are going to look a little
different when you come back. We are taking every
precaution to be able to safely worship together again and
as time passes these restrictions may ease.
There are a couple quick things to keep in mind as we approach our first service
back.
 If you feel sick for any reason we ask that you please stay at home and
worship with us online. Links are posted on our Facebook and webpage.
 As much as we would all like to embrace one another after this long absence
we ask that you please remain 6 feet apart and do not shake hands or hug
other members. There are signs at both entrances on alternative greetings.
 We will have special seating in the sanctuary, as well as increased air flow
with as many open windows as possible (please bring a jacket).
 We will also only be opening the doors 10 minutes before worship starts so
we ask that you plan accordingly and do not arrive early.
 Most importantly we ask all members who come to worship
to PLEASE wear a mask or face covering. The mask is also
only effective if it covers both your nose and mouth
completely. This is not only for your safety but for the safety
of others around you.

Our Mission continues ….
Food on the Fourth is back!!! We will collect a food donation on June 28th!
The most requested food for donations:

Let’s continue to build faithful and
responsible lives for a stronger community!
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Grace and peace to you in the name of our living and loving Savior, Jesus the Christ!
“What does this mean?” Lutherans of a certain age know these words very well. These
are the words that we had to answer or memorize from Martin Luther’s Small
Catechism in order to be confirmed. I remember pouring over Luther’s explanations
after that question during the seemingly long hours in confirmation classes.
And yet, it is not the Apostles Creed or the Ten Commandments that I’m wondering about these days. It is
our life together, our life as a nation, our life in the midst of a COVID-19 world. What does this all mean?
Of the great many things that have been disrupted are the ways in which I make goals in my life, the way we
make goals together in our life. For instance, I don’t know what goal to make when it comes to thinking
about a family vacation this summer or next fall or whenever. Or I don’t know what goals to make for our
life together as a faith community. Are we going to be able to have an outdoor worship service this year?
What educational class should I work to prepare for the fall? Will we have a fall, together?
Now some of these issues are sort of trivial, right? I mean, my family can flex around what vacation might
look like and we will, as a faith community, figure out how to move forward. We have already. But the lack
of being able to make goals is more disorienting than we might otherwise imagine. It makes it hard, this
uncertainty, to figure out what it is that we’re striving toward and what plans to make to get there. And so, as
I’ve pondered this it has driven me to a more basic reality of trying to center myself in something more
certain – what it is that I value? Values, I think, are where our best goals come from, but as we live our life,
sometimes they are the things that we don’t reflect on enough. And so I’d like you to answer the “What does
this mean?” question by listing or coming up with what it is that you value.
For instance …
I value my family. Will, Charis, Anna and Linden are, rightfully so, very important people in my life. One of
the things that enhances this value is the ability to step away from the pressures of the world – whatever they
may be – and just be in a space together. This allows us to enjoy one another’s company and revel in it. It
allows me to relax and be more fully present and be my truest self. I value being with my family in general
but I really value being able to spend intentional time with them away from work and school. However, right
now, we can’t really go anywhere. So what plans do we make? Somehow, we need to figure out how to do
this.
I have also discovered, as this enforced time apart from the “normal” functioning of our world has gone on,
that I value time out from the world. By this I simply mean time spent in prayer, meditation, gardening,
woodworking, etc. As the world has collapsed and become so intense however, this value is harder to
achieve, find, appreciate. And so I need to keep at it. I need to spend time “apart” from the goings on in our
world.
I have also found that I value time spent studying scripture, specifically with a community of
people. I miss our music, our prayers, our laughter but if there is something that I really miss, it
is the interaction we can have with one another around God’s Word. Our weekly worship and
my weekly studies get at this but I miss the community we are together and how we are
together in study. As this time when we’re apart goes on, I really want to attend to this value.
And those are just a few of the things I’ve found I value during this time. So many of them were readily
fulfilled naturally by the way in which life was constructed before this pandemic. This has left me feeling a
little lost, to be frank. And so I need to find a way through. I need to make new goals to realize these values
in this new world in which we live.
What is it that you value? How has it been upset or upended by the events of our world over the past few
months? What do you need to do to reinvent how that value is met in the world we find ourselves in now?
God be with you in your search and let me know how I can walk with you as your Pastor.
In Peace,
Pastor Andy
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Gratitude... now?!
What do we have to be grateful for right now?
For some of us, the answer to this question may sound like “not much.”
We’re being attacked by a virus we can’t see, and some days it feels like the cure
of staying distant from one another is worse than the disease. Our lives –
economic, social, recreational, mental, and spiritual – have been disrupted to the
point of not knowing what normal is anymore. We’re worried, afraid, and angry at
the loss of freedoms we feel we’re experiencing. We’re sad at having to let go of our expectations and hopes
for the spring and summer. We miss church and worship the way it used to be. And we’re sick of being told
we have to innovate, to try something different, to change. What in that is there to be grateful for?
And yet gratitude lies at the heart of our faith in God. As Paul writes, “Yes, everything is for your
sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of
God. So we do not lose heart.” (2 Cor 4:15-16)
We do not lose heart. Instead, we live in our trust in the God who saves us. Grace -- the free gift of
God’s unconditional love for you and for the whole world in Jesus Christ -- creates faith which grows
gratitude in us like a seed in springtime soil. To follow Christ in faith is to live life in the Spirit’s gratitude.
This a gratitude that remembers the deep and rich blessing we’ve received in Christ and the power of the
Spirit always working in our lives.
But this gratitude is hard to do when it feels like we’re being threatened at every turn.
So what does living in the Spirit’s gratitude look like even in the tough times? Well, it pays
attention to what it does have or can do rather than what we don’t have or can’t do. The Spirit’s gratitude
sees problems we face not as roadblocks but as opportunities to find other ways of living out the mission of
the gospel that God calls us to fulfill. The Spirit’s gratitude gives thanks for the positives that can come even
out of the toughest experiences. The Spirit’s gratitude sees everything as a possibility because nothing, even
life out of death, is impossible with God. For in Christ, the glass is neither half-empty nor half-full; the glass
is always overflowing with the abundant love of God and the power of new life that God shares with us
every day.
In the Spirit’s gratitude, we see the world and the difficulties of life differently. No,
our problems don’t go away, but we see them through Spirit-lenses rather than fear-lenses,
through Jesus-lenses rather than anxiety-lenses, as “having enough in God” lenses rather than
scarcity lenses. “If you’re grateful, you’re not fearful, and if you’re not fearful, you’re not
violent. If you’re grateful, you act out of a sense of enough and not a sense of scarcity, and you
are willing to share. If you’re grateful, you are enjoying the differences between people and
you are respectful to everybody…” (BDavid Steindl-Rast)
But more than just changing our view of the world and those around us, the Spirit’s
gratitude leads and empowers us to act on that gratitude. A thankful church and its grateful
followers of Christ looks at the many gifts and assets of the community and then asks, what can we do to
serve God’s kingdom with the abundance we DO have?
Ultimately service to others is an act of gratitude. As Henri Nouwen proclaims, “We are so full of
God’s presence, we are so aware of God’s promise, that we don’t want to hold it back. We want to share it…
it is freeing to know that the presence of God is practiced by acts of grateful service.” And we want to do so
with those who are most in need.
And you all have done that! I am grateful to you and to God for all that you have given for the sake
of the ministry of the gospel, not only in and around the Montana Synod and your communities but also for
the people of Bolivia. I am grateful for the monetary gifts you’ve given to your congregations, the synod,
and around the world, but also for your kindness, patience and support you’ve given to your pastor, the
synod staff and your bishop. I’m grateful for the many ways you have stepped up or stayed home to take on
the responsibility of protecting your church and your community. I’m grateful for your wisdom, gentleness,
and faithfulness in these times when too many are choosing to express their fears and frustrations through
angry demands and hateful speech. Your generosity humbles me as you share your
gratitude for all God has done with the world around you. Thank you for living
out the Spirit of gratitude in everything you do and say.
In gratitude, Bishop Laurie
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Ministry update @ Eidsvold
“Building a…Stronger Community
eidSvold’S outreaCh ~ 2020

West Shore Food Bank — 125 lbs. of food (through March)
Thrivent Action Team Grants — 1 approved so far
MT Synod congregational support — $3700
Flathead Choir Piano Support—$500
Toys For Kids Support—$1500

June Anniversaries

June Birthdays
6/2 Vikki Brown
6/2 Luke Ruby
6/3 Barb Dedman
6/6 Pete Nelson
6/12 Fran VanRinsum
6/18 Clay Widdekind
6/20 Jean Fath
6/23 Cody Jones
6/25 Saila Rogge
6/26 Carol Nelson

General Fund Treasurers Report
General Fund Income
General Fund Expenses
World Mission
(Note: we process this quarterly)
Pastoral Ministry
Worship
Church Property
Total Expenses

A builder of faithful and
responsible lives for a stronger
community.

6/3 Phil & Shirley Sauer
6/12 John & Sally Farhang
6/19 Cody & Renee Jones
6/23 Gordon & Joyce Kammerzell
6/28 William & Susan Schottelkorb

April 2020

Year to date

$10, 524.48

$56, 765.78

$4, 170.00

$4, 170.00

$7,909.91
$1,457.95
$ 882.02

$32,189.53
$5,959.69
$3,570.91

$14,419.88

$45,890.13
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**With so few activities in June due to the COVID-19 closure, enjoy seeing some national “holidays” that you might not normally know about. Some are good reminders
and some are, well, just funny! Enjoy!** (Thanks to nationaldaycalendar.come for these
real holidays! There are over 1500 of these!

Parchment Day

24

Apple Strudel Day Go Fishing Day

Iced Tea Day

Running Day

Wed
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Sermons online!
Miss a week? Want to hear something again?
Want to share something you heard? Check
out Pastor Andy’s sermons online at
www.eidsvoldlutheran.net.

Would you like to join Eidsvold’s

Email Prayer Chain?
Contact Karen Richardson
or Rosella Thompson.

Sign up for church emails!

Let Pastor Andy know at 406-857-3529 or
pastorandy2@charter.net.

Follow us on Facebook! Look for: Eidsvold Lutheran Church
or type @eidsvoldlutheranmt into any search engine!

A builder of faithful and
responsible lives for
a stronger community
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